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After graduating fram the Fashion
Instituie of Technology and working in
both the in

i!l-.fu.:'rif-:_".':r_-"ini.: Tesi had just bepun a

rerior design and fashion

collaboration o create one of the first
designer furniture websites when the
miation was devastaved by the Sepr. 11
terrorist attucks.

“Adrer 11, Invterner businesses were
in trouble and my position of creating
fENE Of "":: First ﬂ;_'\.i__lu:'-' A mIre '.-.':;h
sites was dizzolved,” Tesi noted. “"Huat
instead of '\-\.I.I'I,Iil oy it |_||,-~.|-.|'r | |:\.:-|,,|I'\-|_'q,|
on my dream job—what [ really wanted
i -:p;_-n-.:l my lifie .'.nin:_; anid appart
ity carme lenocking ™

| i'.rr.nll:l.'.

Lesi’s neighbor necded an apartment
refresh and when she learned Tesi was
out of work, she hired her on the spot.

“1 dlicln't rezlize it at the time, bt this
wias the launch of Vinginia Tesi Design,”
she said.

|I wWias __';_.I|| .I.I_"\-i "|;_|_.'. :|E'.l|'.|:.'-. '.'r.JI'Il:I.'q.I
oy Folbowe. Dlwinvtaimingr an interest in oes-

thietics, fashion, interior design, and arr,
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shie chodse FIT because she knew the
EXPETiEnce of |i1'i|||_; in Mew York ( ity
would inspire her daily. When she took a
|'-n:-ir':||11 at a |'|i!;|'| -end furniture retail
cormpany, she realized that helping com
bine beauty and function in people’s
everyday lives was what made her ick

*I want people to come home and
love where they live and have it reflect
whio they are,” Tesa said,

vn Allied member of the American
Society of Interior Designers, the own-
er's love of art history and fine aris has
gent her traveling abroad on several

occasions to study the art, desiEn, and

archirecture of different culmures and
|'-|"i-:n|- sihe .||I'|_i.:r|"\- thins: illwp:r'.ri-:'-l'.m
o help creare spaces thar are functional
as well as beautiful as she works on com-
prehensive inrerbor deskgn services, new
construction, kitchen and bath design,
SERCC |'l!.-_||'|i'.|_._l_ |‘||||:|' |'l|.||'|l-_ CHSIOET [UF
niture and window treatment design,
I'lrlli-\.\,'\-\.\,r INANAECITIENT, Of |.||I|'.:; Mr:|'|'||!_l..
“The interior design process is a lot
like dating,” Tesi explained. “T get to

know as many details as possble about
my lienis" :'.'u-l:. le, iheir needs, tastes,
time line, budgets. My approach is to
enhance their lifestyle, so T show them
options and advise them on how they
can rezch their poals,”

1'|‘|.;_' naf I||-_' 10T '||.||||: AN 6u |_|'.r_::;-\.
an interior designer must possess, Tesi
said, is the ability to listen to the client
anl then create the space based on his or
|'||_ T WANT= .'Il'lq_l i -ﬂl- She e ||_lh|'i.':"\- the
importance of follow-up service and has
created strong r-:-I..li-.-|'|-Z'|i|'u that have
helped her build a strong client base
rhrml:_rl'. referrals, After |'-||r|_'|'..1=in!_-;
home in Monmourh Coanry thres years
agey, she was ready to expand her busi-
ness 1o MNew Jersey

“1 lived in WYC and had '!'-.lr\-.'|':.|--. ol o
home in Sea Brighe for sun and surf on
sumimer weekends,” she said. *1 was so
|_"'|.|'!||||'|_'|_| with r|'||_' AMCA h'\-\. NS i! WS &0
close bo MNew Yok yer sall hod such a small-
towm feeling with family-owned shops and
resEurLts, lve music every akght of the

week, and |'u:r11'~:-'l'.||-r~ aned culmare

wis w0 Baken with Sea Hli.',:hl. it Bact, that glie deckded
to meakee it her |'-r':|n.|r3. residence, But three weeks after 1I1||'|-'-|I1;_-|'
in, Hurricane Sandy hie.

*Wou would think having five feer of water in my home
would make me pack up and go back vo the ciry,” Tesi said
But it afforded me the -..-|'-|lnrr||||i'.'. for meet & MANY Wirm,
welooming, and helpfil people—it only confirmed my deci-
#om 1o open an annex office here.”
o she built Virginia Tesi Design, Inc., in Monmoath
County, and continued to work in New York, She was soon
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g Murse Service to design a room in

Blichewald, the Srately Homes by-the-5ea Designer Show
House

'|:I--'.I.l.|:'.|1-'.'|'.. the Show House was :1|.'*~‘.rll:n.':! |1:.' i fre
lays before the .-|1.-ﬂ'.|1;{."r':-~i zaid. '|';.'||.-1.'.':|'|-r; that I weould noe
reap the financial benefies of my investment, but vet again, a
sad situation afforded me the q'\-|li~|-:r.:||i|:.' to meet other
desieners in the area as well s secure a team | would need here
to properly exeoute any of my designs,”

lesi was introduced o Virginia O'Connor of Rumsosn,
whom she credits with showing her the ins and outs of the

ople, and their businesses

“My mantra is that unexpected setbacks can bring new

oppormunitics to move forward and bring new and positive
T

ireurmstance and embrace every sethack as an .'\-|'.|'-nr!.||'.i1':. {8}
maove Forward.”

A while interior -.':n-ai._-hn heas .h;:.;._-r.i and been -_'rl.'.|||3.
affecred by rechnology over the lase few years, lesi explained
that this dogs not affect the way she does business,

“Mew mechnology, home shows, blogs. . .they do not change

what | bring to my chientslives,” the designer said, *In fact, an
educared client realizes the benefits of saving money, but also
of professional aseesement and a wide variety of resources and
CONEACTs. . togethers, they'll provide the “Wow! factor. Thinking
oartside of the box is what 1 do all day.”™ e
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